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Tennessee Cattle Numbers Up Slightly for 2002

Tennessee had its second consecutive excellent year for cattle production in 2001.  Prices continued at near record
levels and ideal weather helped generate a record amount of hay.  The total number of cattle and calves in the State
on January 1, 2002, was 2.20 million, 1 percent above last year’s total of 2.17 million.  Debra Kenerson, State
Statistician, remarked, “It is quite apparent now that Tennessee is definitely in the beginning years of an upward
trend in our cattle cycle.  Producers have been holding on to more cows and replacement heifers in an effort to
increase herd size.”  This information is based on a recent cattle survey conducted by the Tennessee Agricultural
Statistics Service.  Results of the survey showed the following comparisons with January 1, 2001, inventories: Beef
cows totaled 1.060 million, up slightly; Milk cow numbers down 5,000 head to 90,000; Calves under 500 pounds
down 10,000 head to 570,000; Steers and other heifers over 500 pounds at 193,000, up 10,000 head.  Tennessee’s
2001 calf crop was up 10,000 head to 1.05 million head.  The number of operations with cattle totaled 52,000
during 2001, unchanged from 2000.  Beef cow operations in 2001 remained unchanged from 2000 at 45,000.  Milk
cow operations declined by 100 from 2000 to 1,500 in 2001.

U.S. January 1 Cattle Inventory Down 1 Percent

All cattle and calves in the United States as of January 1, 2002, totaled 96.7 million head, 1 percent below the 97.3
million on January 1, 2001 and 2 percent below the 98.2 million two years ago.  All cows and heifers that have
calved, at 42.2 million, were 1 percent below both the 42.6 million on January 1, 2001 and the 42.8 million two years
ago. 

! Beef cows, at 33.1 million, were down 1 percent from both January 1, 2001 and January 1, 2000. 

! Milk cows, at 9.11 million, were down 1 percent from both January 1, 2001 and two years ago. 

Other class estimates on January 1, 2002 and the change from January 1, 2001, are as follows: 

! All heifers 500 pounds and over, 19.7 million, down slightly. 

! Beef replacement heifers, 5.56 million, down slightly. 
! Milk replacement heifers, 4.06 million, up slightly. 
! Other heifers, 10.1 million, down 1 percent. 
! Steers weighing 500 pounds and over, 16.8 million, up 2 percent. 
! Bulls weighing 500 pounds and over, 2.24 million, down 1 percent. 
! Calves under 500 pounds, 15.8 million, down 3 percent. 
! Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter in all feedlots, 13.9 million, down 2 percent. The combined total of

calves under 500 pounds, and other heifers and steers over 500 pounds outside of feedlots, 28.8 million,
up 1 percent. 

U.S. Calf Crop Down 1 Percent 

The 2001 calf crop was estimated at 38.3 million head, down 1 percent from both 2000 and 1999. Calves born
during the first half of the year are estimated at 28.1 million, down 1 percent from both 2000 and 1999. 

U.S. Cattle Operations Down 2 Percent 

The number of operations with cattle totaled 1.05 million during 2001, down 2 percent from 2000 and 4 percent
below 1999. Beef cow operations in 2001 were down 2 percent from 2000 and 4 percent below 1999. Milk cow
operations were 7 percent below last year and 12 percent below two years ago. 
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Cattle and Calves: Number on Farms by Classes, Tennessee and U.S., January 1, 2001-2002
Tennessee United States

Class                
20011     2002 2002/2001           20011 2002 2002/2001

         Thousand Head Percent Thousand Head Percent

All Cattle and Calves 2,170 2,200 101 97,277 96,704 99

All Cows That Have Calved 1,140 1,150 101 42,580 42,209 99

    Beef 1,045 1,060 101 33,397 33,100 99

    Milk 95  90 95 9,183 9,110 99

Heifers, 500 pounds plus 255 290 114 19,776 19,678 100

    Beef Replacement 150 175 117 5,588 5,561 100

    Milk Replacement 45 40 89 4,057 4,060 100

    Other 60 75 125 10,131 10,057 99

Steers, 500 pounds plus 123 118 96 16,441 16,800 102

Bulls, 500 pounds plus 72 72 100 2,274 2,244 99

Calves, under 500 pounds 580 570 98 16,206 15,773 97

Calves Born 2 1,040 1,050 101 38,631 38,280 99

Cattle on Feed 10 10 100 14,201 13,860 98
1 Revised.  2 Calves born during previous 12 months.


